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Rebates for the purchase & installation of water saving appliances
Plan Dated April 1, 2009

The Los Trancos County Water District has implemented a broad range of rebates focused on encouraging the installation of water efficient appliances such as toilets and wash machines as well as renovations to landscaping to improve irrigation efficiency and to utilize plants that need less water when established. The information that follows provides a brief synopsis of each of the rebate programs and the forms necessary to apply for a rebate. Customers should be aware that additional rebates may be available from California Water Service and/or PG&E for some or all of the device categories listed.
  

Rebates for improvements inside your home
	Improvement
	Amount of Rebate
	Comments

	Replace any toilet using 1.6 gallons per flush or more with an HET (High Efficiency Toilet) that uses 1.28 gallons per flush or less or a dual flush toilet rated to use an average of less than 1.3 gallons per flush
	$200 per toilet including any costs of installation
	See: www.cwwa.ca/pdf_files/Map-Report-14th-Ed-05-2009.pdf    for a list of available products. Customers are strongly encouraged to select products that have a “MAP” score of 400 or greater. 
Please Note: The prior District program that provided rebates for the installation of 1.6 GPF toilets ended on December 31, 2008. Only HET toilets using 1.28 gpf or  less will be covered after that date.

	Replace a shower head having a flow rate of 2.5 gallons per minute or more with a shower head having a flow rate of 2.0 gallons per minute or less
	$50 per shower head
	


	Replace an  existing clothes washer with a washer with a guaranteed WF (Water Factor) of 4.5 gallons per cubic foot of was load or less (Listed as Tier 3 in the web site noted under comments)
	$300 per wash machine (One machine per household)
	The district will pay residents of the district up to a total of $300 to purchase and install a water efficient clothes washer. To qualify for this rebate, the product must demonstrate Tier 3 performance which currently specifies water use of less than or equal to 4.5 gallons per cubic foot of wash capacity This  performance criteria is know as water factor (WF). See page 4 from: http://www.cee1.org/resid/seha/rwsh/rwsh-prod.pdf  for a list of Tier 3 qualifying clothes washers.

 N.B. Some manufactures, notably Kenmore, offer multiple Model Numbers under the same Product Name. Not all of the models have the same WF and some do not qualify for Tier 3. Please go by Model # only when choosing a product for which you expect to receive a rebate. For a listing of products that shows both Model Number and Product Name please visit the following site: http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=clotheswash.display_products_html 

Note: It is the intent of the District to offer clothes washer rebates only for those products that are in the highest efficiency tier of the list maintained by the Consortium for Energy Efficiency (CEE). This list changes frequently and at times the consortium applies more stringent criteria for inclusion in this list or, at times they create a new tier with more stringent criteria. The District rebates will always be linked to only the most efficient tier of the CEE list. That said, the District will, for a reasonable time period after a change in the list,  honor rebate requests if the purchased product was formerly in the most efficient tier but for some reason is no longer in that tier when the rebate request is submitted.

	Replace an existing dishwasher with a new dishwasher that is EnergyStar Tier 2 compliant

	$300 per dishwasher (One machine per residence)
	See: http://www.cee1.org/resid/seha/dishw/dw-prod.pdf  Only tier 2 products are eligible for a rebate. To conserve the most water, please select a machine that has manufacturer’s instruction that indicate that dishes do not need to be pre-rinsed prior to washing. Pre rinsing typically uses 2 – 3 times the amount of water that the dishwasher cycle requires. 

	Rapid hot water delivery system 
	$200
	These systems circulate hot water to the point of use within a few seconds after a local switch is activated. The District does not support rebates for ordinary hot water recirculation pumps because such installations are not considered energy efficient. The only product currently recommended is supplied by ACT Inc. METLUND D’MAND Systems. Call 800-638-5863 or go to www.gothotwater.com

	Install a pressure regulator to reduce pressure inside a District residence to a level of 65 PSI or less. 
	The District will rebate up to $200 for parts and labor to implement a pressure regulator installation.
	The flow rate of water in most kitchen and lavatory faucets and in shower heads is directly proportional to the water system pressure. About 65 PSI is optimum to deliver sufficient flow for all of these fixtures.


Rebates for improvements outside your home
	Improvement
	Amount of Rebate
	Comments

	SMART Irrigation Controller aka ET Controller 
	$60 per currently active valve controlled

Maximum rebate $1200
	To be eligible for a rebate the controller must be on the list of approved controller makes and models. See: http://www.irrigation.org/SWAT/Industry/ia-tested.asp for a list of currently approved controller models. See other eligibility conditions on the rebate application form for this type of appliance.

	Replace sprinkler heads, impact sprinklers, or older style spray rotors with MP Rotators, Rainbird R 13-18 or R 17-24 Rotary Nozzle, or other equivalent water efficient distribution device
	$5 per head replaced
	See: http://www.mprotator.com/products/products.html or http://www.rainbird.com/landscape/products/rotarynozzles/index.htm  for a description of currently approved devices. 

	Modify irrigation system to optimize distribution uniformity for use of MP Rotators or Rainbird R 13-18 or R 17-24 Rotary Nozzle 
	$15 per new or relocated head. Maximum rebate is $450
	This rebate is intended to partially defray the cost of repositioning new technology spray heads to achieve optimum uniformity of water distribution. It is not intended to compensate customers for installations in newly irrigated areas. To take advantage of this rebate, customers should submit a plan to the Water Use Efficiency Committee for pre-approval. 

	Replace turf grass lawns with low water use plantings or grasses
	$1 per square foot replaced
Maximum rebate $1000
	Rebates require pre-approval of design and selection of plant material. This type of installation will often be done in conjunction with revisions to the irrigation system as suggested in the conversion to MP Rotators as described above.  

	Place mulch in irrigated landscaped planting areas or Xeriscape planting areas.
	$0.25 per square foot mulched. Maximum rebate $500 in any 3 year period
	See list of suggested mulch types. Mulch should be applied to a minimum depth of 3 inches. Mulch should have an expected lifetime of at least 3 years.

	Rehabilitate landscape irrigation systems in conjunction with the installation of an ET/SMART irrigation controller.
	The District will rebate ½ of the cost of approved rehabilitation/improvements up to a maximum of $1000.
	When converting to ET/SMART irrigation Controllers it may be necessary to reconfigure or in some cases substantially rehabilitate your system of valves, layout, or irrigation zones. This rebate is intended to partially defray the cost of reconfiguring the watering zones of an irrigation system to take better advantage of an ET/ SMART Irrigation Controller technology.


	General Rules applying to all rebates



	1. Rebates should be requested only for products purchased and installed in homes within the Los Trancos County Water District 

	2. Proof of purchase is the key thing the District is requesting as validation for most of these rebates. Where rebates are applicable only to certain models or types of equipment please make every effort to obtain a receipt that clearly shows a complete model number of a product listed on the Web sites given above. Please circle on the receipt the price of the product for which you are requesting a rebate. If the receipt does not show a model number that is on the approved list, a copy of the product packaging or pages from the product operation manual may be substituted

The goal of this program is to encourage customers to upgrade to the most efficient use of water possible. As such, rebates are available for only the best in class equipment.  Every effort will be made to insure that the lists of approved products are kept current. If you wish to obtain a rebate for a product that is not on a current list, please review the product specification with a member of the Water Use Efficiency Committee. If the product performance is equal to or better than products on the current list it will be approved.  
Please note that simply because a product is on an EnergyStar or WaterWise product list does NOT necessarily mean that it performs up to the standards for which Los Trancos County Water District rebates are available. 

	3. Many of the rebates described will cover, in part, both the cost of equipment and the cost of professional installation. The District does not cover your personal time invested in locating, purchasing and DIY installation. 

	4. Old appliances, toilets, or irrigation controlles for which you have obtained a rebate for an upgraded product from the Los Trancos County Water District are to be removed from service and properly recycled. Devices that are the subject of the District rebates are NOT to be sold, given away, or put back into use elsewhere. The goal of this program is to get old, water wasting equipment out of service permanently. 








� This plan supersedes all previous rebate plans of the Los Trancos County Water District and is valid for installations performed on or after April 1, 2009.


� Note that rebates from these agencies are often funded with a fixed amount of money for a given calendar or fiscal year. When those funds are exhausted, the rebate is no longer available for that year. It is best to apply for the rebate early in the agency’s operational year. 


� All new or revised rebate programs or eligibility requirements are for installations on or after the date of approval of the program by the Los Trancos County Water District Board of Directors. Installations prior to the date of program approval will be considered under the currently adopted program.





